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A VINDICATION OF WILLIAM PENN BY PHILIP 

FORD, AND OTHER PAPERS RELATING TO 

THE SETTLEMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Read before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, May 1, 1882. 
BY FREDERICK B. STONE. 

"When the propriety of emigration to America was first agitated among 
the people called Quakers, the proposition did not meet with approval in 
all quarters. Many feared that the project was suggested by a desire to 
escape persecution, and that the yielding to such influences would be incon- 
sistent with the professions of Friends. 

Tracts in favor of the movement were written by several of the members. 
In 1681 George Fox issued his address To Planters and such who are 
transporting themselves into Foreign Plantations in America, and the 
next year William Loddington wrote Plantation Work the Work of this 
Generation. The evidence that contrary views existed at the time of the 
settlement of Pennsylvania will be found in a certificate of removal which 
was given to one who took up land here in 1682. It is as follows : — 

At the request of Nicholas Newland we do hereby certify that the said 
Nicholas Newland acquainted our men's meeting with his intention of remov- 
ing himself and family out of this nation into New Jersey or Pennsylvania 
in America, and we have nothing to charge against him or his family as to 
their conversation in the world since they frequented our meetings, but hath 
walk'd honestly among men for aught we know or can hear of by inquiry 
which hath been made, but our friend's meeting is generally dissatisfied with 
his removing, he being well settled with his family, and having sufficient 
substance for food and raiment, which all that possess godliness in Christ 
Jesus ought to be contented with, for we have brought nothing into this 
world, and we are sure to take nothing out. And he hath given us no satis- 
factory reason for his removing, but our godly jealousy is that his chief 
ground is fear fulness of sufferings here for the testimony of Jesus, or court- 
ing worldly liberty, all which we certify from our men's meeting at Mt. 
Mellock 25 th of 12 th mo. 1682. And we further certify that inquiry hath 
been made concerning the clearness of Nathaniel and John Newland, sons 
of said Nicholas Newland, from all entanglements of marriage, and that 
they are released for aught we find. Signed by the advice and in the behalf 
of the meeting. 

Tobias Padwell, 
William Kdmundson, 
Christopher Rofer, 

And others. 

In Plantation Work the Work of this Generation we have the first ac- 
counts of Pennsylvania after it had been given to Penn, as well as the 
interesting fact that Governor Markham was at New York several days 



A Vindication of William Penn. 175 

earlier in June, 1681, than has been heretofore stated. A letter to William 
Penn from New York, dated June 25, says, " This is to acquaint thee, that 
about ten daies since here arrived Francis Eichardson with thy Deputy." 

The descriptions of the country are in letters from Markham. The first 
is to his wife, and is dated Upland, Dec. 7, 1681. It is as follows : — 

An Abstract of a Letter from the Deputy '-Governour of Pennsylvania to 
his Wife. Upland the 7 December, 1681. 
It is a very fine Country, if it were not so overgrown with Woods, and 
very Healthy. Here people live to be above 100 years of Age. Provi- 
sions of all sorts are indifferent plentiful : Venison especially. I have seen 
four Bucks bought for less than 5s., the Indians killing them only for their 
Skins, and if the Christians will not buy the Flesh, they let it hang and rot 
on a Tree. In the Winter, there is mighty plenty of Wild Fowl of all 
sorts ; Partridges I am cloyed with, we catch them by hundreds at a time. 
In the fall of the Leaf, or after Harvest, here are abundance of wild Tur- 
keys, which are mighty easie to be Shot ; Duck, Mallard, Geese and Swans 
in abundance, wild ; Fish are in great plenty. In short, if a Country Life 
be liked by any, it might be here. That which is most scarce is Mutton 
and Beef, because you must kill it yourself, I mean of your own ; and in the 
Summer it will not keep till you can eat it all, except in great Families. 
What Beef is killed is in October, or thereabouts, and Salted up for the 
whole year ; last October I kill'd two very fat Bullocks. 

The next is to a friend, and was sent by the same ship. 

An Abstract of another Letter from the Deputy- Governour of Penn- 
sylvania to a Friend of his in London by the same Ship. 

I will now give you an Account of the Country : It is a mighty good Air, 
and very Healthy. Here are abundance of good Fruits; all sorts of 
Apples, Cherries, Pears, good Plumbs ; but I knew not what to call them ; 
Peaches as good as any in the world, some they feed their Hoggs with, and 
some they distill and make of it a sort of Brandy; Abundance of Mull- 
berrys. The Hoggs eat the Chesnuts, as they do the Acorns ; abundance 
of Walnuts ; Grapes grow wild in the Woods and indifferent good; they 
might be made very good wine. Mellons both Mus and Water as good as 
can be ; and several others I cannot think of. Fish good store ; but we are 
afraid to put out a Net lest Sturgeon gets in and breaks it, for we have in- 
numerable of them, that they leap into the Boats very often. Beasts we 
have of all kinds, and Tame Fowl. Abundance of Dear, the Indians kill 
them only for their skins, and leave the Flesh in the Woods. We have very 
good Horses, and the Men ride madly on them ; they make nothing of riding 
80 Miles of a Day ; and when they get to their Journey's end, turn the 
Horses into the Field : they never Shoe them. 

In the London Gazette, No. 1752, from Thursday, August 31, to Mon- 
day, September 4, 1682, we find the following : — 

Deal, Aug. 30. There are now about 30 Sail of Merchant Ships in the 
Downs outward bound, two or three are bound for Pensilvania. 

In the next issue of the same paper from Monday, September 4, to Thurs- 
day, September 7, 1682, we find : — 

Deal, Sept. 2. Two days since sailed out of the Downs three Ships bound 
for Pensilvania, on board of which was Mr. Pen with a great many Qua- 
kers who go to settle there. 
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After he had sailed, many idle rumors, prejudicial to his character as a 
man and detrimental to his interests, were circulated. It must have been 
about this time that a scurrilous pamphlet appeared, entitled The History 
of William Pen's Conversion from a Gentleman to a Quaker. Or a Stop to 
the Call of the Unconverted. To the poor, trapan'd, simple deluded Peo- 
ple in Pensylvania : Dated the 15th. day of the Month Abib, in the first 
Hegira or flight of the Prophet Pen to his Sylvania. 

It was also reported that he was dead, and that he had died professing 
faith in the Church of Home. These stories gained so wide a circulation 
that his agent published the following in the London Gazette of January 
15, 1682-3. 

Whereas there is a Report spread abroad of the Death of William Pen, 
Esq., Proprietary of Pensilvania, to the great prejudice of his Affairs; 
These are to give Notice, That there is no manner of ground for it, the last 
Ship that came from thence having brought letters from him, which left him 
in perfect health, as any Person may be further satisfied by Mr. Philip Ford 
in Bow-Lane, London. 

When Penn heard of the rumors, he wrote, " Some persons have had so 
little wit, and so much malice, as to report my death, and, to mend matters, 
dead a Jesuit, too. One might have reasonably hoped, that this distance 
like death would have been a protection against spite and envy. . . . 
However, to the great sorrow and shame of the inventors, I am still alive, 
and no Jesuit, and I thank God very well." Before this letter was received, 
however, Ford had found it necessary to issue a paper called A Vindication 
of William Penn. The first part of this is devoted to the refutation of 
charges brought against him as a Friend. In the latter part are abstracts 
from the first letters he wrote after arriving in America, but as the paper 
has never been reprinted we give it in full. It is described as being on two 
pages of a folio sheet. The copy we have had transcribed is in the British 
Museum. The volume is marked Tracts relating to America and the West 
Indies. B.M.616.-T 

A Vindication of William Penn, Proprietary of Pennsilvania, 
from the late Aspersions spread abroad on purpose to Defame him. 

William Penn having been of late Traduced as being a 
Papist, and Dead, I thought meet to give a short Relation of 
the rise and ground of that slanderous Report, and Detect it 
with an Abstract of his own Letters received since, to show 
that he is alive. 

One of the first and most furious Fomentors and Authors 
of that late Lying Report of W. Penn's being a Papist (after 
diligent Enquiry made) appears to be Thomas Hicks, a Bap- 
tist Teacher, the envious false Dialogue-Maker, who has 
been openly prov'd a notorious Forger, Slanderer and De- 
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famer of the People called Quakers, wickedly and maliciously 
rendring them no Christians, but Deceivers and Imposters, 
&c, and defaming them in their sufferings, which are for 
Conscience towards God, insinuating, that The satisfaction of 
their wills and lusts, and promoting their carnal Interest, to be the 
chief motive and Inducement thereto, and the great thing in their 
Eye (as in his Dialog. I. p. 75. As also his lies and slanders, 
That he had it under W. P.'s Hand to manifest him the falsest 
Villain upon the Earth; and that several of his Friends had 
been with him to see it, and were satisfied it was so; and desired 
him not to look upon the rest of Friends as upon W. P. And 
further, That the Books his Name was too, were not of his own 
Writing, but that he kept a Jesuitefor that purpose. 

Now I having Information of this false Report and Slan- 
der, and being chiefly concerned in the Affairs of W. Penn in 
his Absence, look'd upon my self oblig'd in Conscience to 
vindicate his Innocency and Christian Reputation : Where- 
upon I took with me E. Davis and E. M. with several others 
upon the Exchange, and asked Tho. Hicks, If he had it under 
W. Penn's Hand to manifest him as aforesaid ? To which he 
Answered, Yes he had. Then I desired him to name one of 
the Friends that was so satisfied ; his shuffling Answer was, 
There was a great many of them, but couldi remember the Names 
of none of them, it being four or five years ago. I then desired 
to see his Letter ? He Answered, Me had none. I Queried, 
What he had under his own Hand then ? He Replied, He 
had it in Print I demanded the Title? he answered, The 
sandy Foundation, for which he was put in the Tower. Note. 
That an Explanation was sincerely given forth by W. Penn, 
concerning the said Book, Entituled, Innocency appearing 
with open Pace, which gave such satisfaction that, he was 
thereupon set at Liberty. 

So this was the substance of his Answer, by which you 
may perceive the feebleness of his false suggestion, and the 
baseness of his Spirit: then as to his gross Lye of W. P.'s 
keeping a Jesuit to write his Books, when I charged him with 
it, to that he was Mute, and would give me no Answer, but 
shuffled to another thing. 
Vol. vi.— 12 
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Hereby you may see that the said Tho. Hicks appears to be 
a busie slanderer as well as a manifest Forger of notorious 
falsehoods, as before charged. 

The false suggestion of Tho. Hicks taking Air, did encour- 
age others to add hereto, and amongst the several Stories this 
was one, That W. Penn perverted one Mr. Edsaw, a Sussex 
Gentlemen; to the Romish Religion, who lived and died near 
his House. The first that I could find who was so bold to 
affirm this, was F. F. who quoted the Duke of Somerset's 
Steward for his Author, to whom I applied myself, and he 
affirmed, he Reported it not, neither knew any thing of it : 
That being detected, F. F. charged it upon Captain Gratwick 
of Sussex, Brother-in-Law to the said Captain Edsaw, to 
whom Messengers were sent by W. Penn's Wife to know the 
Truth thereof, and he also denied it, and said, He would spit 
in the face of any man ivho would charge it upon him. This he 
declared before several Witnesses, and said, If she were not 
satisfied with what he had there declared, he would wait upon 
her, and give her what satisfaction she pleased under his 
hand, for he scorned to abuse so Civil a Gentleman behind 
his back: so the rise of that Story lodges as yet at F. F.'s 
door. And for the pretended perverted Person Captain Ed- 
saw (for so he was called) they w T ho are desirous to be further 
satisfied may enquire of the Warden of the Fleet, where, by 
the Book it doth appear the said Robert Edsaw was commit- 
ted Prisoner to the Fleet for Debt the 27th of November. 
1678. and not known to go abroad after Commitment to his 
dying day, which was the 30th of September 1681. where he 
died and not in Sussex ; and for what he professed as to Re- 
ligion, he had it not to seek many years before he was Pris- 
oner : Job 13, 4. But ye are Forgers of Lies, ye are all Physi- 
tians of no value. Psal. 58, 3. The wicked are estranged from 
the womb, they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 
Psal. 109 2. For the Mouth of the wicked, and the mouth of the 
deceitfid are opened against me : they have spoken against me with 
a lying Tongue. Jer. 7, 8. Behold ye trust in lying words that 
cannot profit Jonah 2. 8. They that observe lying vanities, for- 
sake their own Mercy. 
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Next follows the Abstract of several Letters from "William 
Penn Proprietary of Pennsilvania, to P. F. $c. Dated at Up- 
land, Nov. 1. and from West-Eiver, Decemb. 16, Maryland, 
1682. 

That of November, 1, 1682. signifying his safe Arrival, 1 and 
that day 'six weeks they lost sight of Land in England, they 
saw it in America : and being about twelve Leagues off from 
the Coast, the Air smell'd as sweet as a Garden new blown. 
As they SaiPd up the River they received Visits and Invita- 
tions from the Inhabitants, the People being Joyful to see 
him, both Dutch, Swedes, and English coming up to New- 
Castle, they received and entertained him with great expres- 
sions of Joy after their sort. 

Next day after his Arrival, he had the People summon'd 
together to the Court-house at New-Castle, where possession 
w r as legally given him ; and after that he made a Speech to 
the old Magistrates, and the People, signifying to them the 
end of his coming, the Nature and End of Government, and 
that especially he came to Establish, assuring them of their 
Spiritual and Temporal Rights, Liberty of Conscience and 
Civil Freedoms: All he pray'd expected or required, was 
Sobriety Loving Neighbour-hood; then he renewed their 
Commissions and so left them. He went from thence to a 
place called Upland, where he called an Assembly, 2 and gave 
them as ample satisfaction as at New Castle, so they Signed 
an Acknowledgment, and were very Joyful: The Swedes sent 
one Captain Lacy Cook z to acquaint him, They xcould Serve, 

1 Penn dated his arrival from Oct. 24 (see letter to Lords of Plantation, 
Aug. 14, 1683, in Proud's Hist, of Pa., vol. i. p. 268), and it has been gen- 
erally supposed that on that day he passed the Capes of Delaware. The 
New Castle County records show that he arrived before that place on the 
27th of Oct., and received possession of the town on the 28th. On the 29th 
he was at Upland. By the New Style of computing time the anniversary 
of this event occurs on the 8th of November, and that day is celebrated by 
the Historical Society to commemorate his arrival in Pennsylvania. — Ed. 

2 Notices for the meeting of a court to be held at New Castle have been 
preserved, they are dated " Upland 29th of 8 mo. 1682." Notices for the 
meeting of an assembly were not sent out until Nov. 8, 0. S. — Ed. 

3 Lacey Cock. 
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Love, and Obey him with all they had, and that it was the best day 
they ever saw. 

The City of Philadelphia is laid out and begun, and many 
pretty Houses are run up of late upon the River and back- 
wards, that do very well. 1 An House for W. Penn is a Build- 
ing, whose Family, that went with him, are all come safe ; 
and Entertainment for all beyond expectation, and to their 
content. The Air is exceedingly clear and sweet, the Food 
good and plentiful, and as pleasing as one can eat. There is 
also good Malt Drink : In fine, the Country is without Ex- 
ception. At New- Castle the Dutch have their Food much as 
in Holland, and have curious Sallating &c. Excellent Bread, 
both of Wheat and Mastin, English grain. 

The Indians they saw ; the men were strong and Tallj the 
Women comely, as some Gipsies are in England ; the Chil- 
dren very pretty; they all wear some Clothes, and some of 
them wear Broggs. 2 

From West-River, Mary-land, Decemb. 16. 1682. he writes, 
That an Assembly was held at Chester alias Upland, where 
Neio-Castle was annexed to Pennsilvania : The Foraigners 
were Naturaliz'd, and all the Laws past that were agreed upon 
in England, and more fully worded. The Assembly-men 
were there to their great satisfaction, and such an Assembly 
for Love, Unity, and Concord, scarcely ever was known in 
and about outward things in those Parts. 

This done, they Adjourn'd ; and W. Penn took his Journey 
for Mary-land, where he was kindly received by the Lord 
Baltimore, and the Chief in his Province : They Treated at 

1 This information appears to have been given in the letter of Nov. 1st, 
and if it was the result of Penn's personal observation shows that he visited 
Philadelphia almost immediately after his arrival, and did not defer doing so 
until Nov. 8th, as it is contended that the Abbington Meeting Kecords 
prove. — Ed. 

2 This, it will be observed, is the only allusion made to the Indians in 
either of the letters. No mention is made of the treaty which is said to 
have been held in November, 1682. Had such an event taken place it is 
hardly probable that letters giving such minute details as the changing of 
the name of Upland, would have tailed to have mentioned it, or that the 
person making the abstracts would have overlooked it. — Ed. 
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one Col, Taylors, about setli'ng the bounds between their 
Provinces : And a solid Conference they had, preparatory to 
a future Conclusion, the season permitting no long Essays or 
Treaties. They civilly parted after two Daies Conference. 

The day following the Lord Baltimore Accompanied him 
to W. Richardsons, which was 3 miles, and then returned : 
They went two miles farther, to one Tho. Hookers, to a Meet- 
ing, where the presence of the great God was enjoyed with 
them. 

The firstday following he intended to be at Choptank on 
the Eastern Shore, where the Colonels, Magistrates and Peo- 
ple of several Ranks and Qualities proposed to be. 

There are several other Reports I have been Inquisitive to 
find out the Authors of, and I find them all arise from the 
same ground with the before mentioned. 

I hope therefore this short Scrutiny and Abstracts, will 
satisfie those, who are not willing to believe Lies, that Wil- 
liam Penn is not a dead Jesuit, and in time I doubt not but 
their folly will Correct them that Imagin him a live one, and 
also Caution others to be careful how they Report things 
upon Hear-say, to the Defamation of the Innocent. Published 
in sincerity by him who is a Lover of Truth but a hater of 
Falsehood, and an abhorrer of those that say Report, and we 
will Report it 

London, 12th. 12th. Month, 16&§. Philip Ford. 

London, Printed for Benjamin Clark in George-Yard in 
Lombard-street, 1683. 



